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On the surface, this film can be easily accessed and understood as a documentary to serve 
an urgent need. On a more personal level, however, it is also an investigation – and a 
celebration – of the nature of documentarism. In the beginning of making this film, our main 
character had no hope of change in sight, yet he could not stop his urge to take up his 
camera and shoot, because it made him feel alive and added meaning to his world. Yet he 
had no reason to believe that his video reports would make any considerable difference.   
 
That all changed during the great uprising in Burma in September 2007. The uprising was a 
tragedy by all standards. After a few days of hope and ecstasy, a few days of killing 
followed, and the generals got back in control as they always have before. Yet, in one 
respect the uprising marked a remarkable progress – simply because we know about it. We 
saw the monks and the hundreds of thousands of civilians taking to the streets to free 
themselves from the fear and repression. We saw them paying the price.  

Thus, after decades of oblivion, Burma was rediscovered by the world. And by and large, 
we owe this to just a handful of Burmese citizens who seized the moment and put their 
cameras to work with ingenuity and immense courage. To watch their selfless struggle 
makes you humble and it makes you want to let the world know about them.  

This is my attempt at just that. 


